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Andrew Beattie : Prague (Innercities Cultural Guides) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Prague (Innercities Cultural Guides):

Since its foundation in the ninth century Prague has punched way above its weight to become a fulcrum of European
culture. The city smost illustrious figuresin the fields of music, literature and film are well known: Mozart staged the
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premiere of his opera Don Giovanni here; in the early twentieth century Franz Kafka was at the forefront of the city's
intellectua life, while later writers such as Milan Kundera and film directors such as Milos Forman chronicled
Prague's fortunes under communism. Y et the city has a cultural heritage that runs far deeper than Kafka museums and
M ozart-by-candlelight concerts. It encompasses the avant-garde punk group Plastic People of the Universe, the 'new
wave' film directors of the 1960s who made their striking moviesin the city's famed Barrandov studios, and artists
such as Alfons Mucha and Frantisek Kupka whose revol utionary canvases fomented Art Nouveau and abstract art at
the dawn of the twentieth century. Beyond art galleries, concert halls and cinemas the history of Prague has been one
of invasion and sometimes brutal oppression. The great German chancellor Otto von Bismarck once commented that
‘whoever controls Prague, controls mid-Europe' and a succession of imperialist powers have taken this advice to heart,
most recently Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union. Opposition has taken many forms, from the religious reformer Jan
Hus in the fifteenth century to playwright and dissident Vaclav Havel, whose elevation to the Czechoslovak
presidency in 1990 made him a symbol of the rebirth of democracy in Eastern Europe. In this book Andrew Beattie
also reflects on the modern city, where bold new buildings such as Frank Gehry's 'Dancing House' rub shoulders with
monuments from the Gothic and Baroque eras such as the Charles Bridge and St. Vitus Cathedral. He considers the
suburbs too, home to world-renowned football and ice hockey teams, gleaming shopping centres and grim communi st-
era apartment blocks that are often home to Vietnamese, Romany and Muslim minority groups who live in a city with
agrowing international outlook. The Prague he revealsis an increasingly confident and diverse city of the new Europe.

In some casesit's better to read atravel guidebook when you return from a European city, rather than before you go.
Certainly reading the book before you go gives you information about why to go and what to look for. But |'ve been to
Prague, and now I'm reading this book, and it's a much better read, in my view, than had | read it before | went.|
understand so much more now about the city's history, and understand it better...The Interlink cultural guide series
doesn't publish practical guidebooksin the usual sense. These are cultural guidebooks, and as such, they offer anin-
depth review of the city's history, people, politics and music.l found this book an excellent read, and there's a place for
it on your travel book library shelf. --European TravelerAbout the AuthorAndrew Beattie has written for Rough
Guides and the journal Contemporary , and has contributed to programmes on BBC Radio 4. His previoustitles for
Signal Books include books on the Alps, the Danube and Cairo.



