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4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Sobering Inditment of Western IntellectualsBy DennisWestern 
intellectuals like to think of themselves as men and women of reason who are better than common people. Paul 
Hollander shows how easily intellectuals have been fooled into completely false analysis of totalitarian regimes. As he 
has documented the intellectuals are as gullible or more gullible than the average person since their judgment is based 
mostly on their own emotional longs which completely overwhelm their reason.12 of 12 people found the following 
review helpful. Reality versus RomaticismBy D. W. MacKenzieHollander hits an important nail on its head. Many 
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members of the intellectual left have a horrible track record of either excusing or turning a blind eye to the brutality of 
socialist dictators. As such, many twentieth century leftists served as apologists for evil socialist dictators. Of course, 
these same people have no difficulty finding fault with the US and UK. No problem in the West is too small to warrant 
condemnation in their eyes.The sad truth is that the vision of an egalitarian society has been romanticized and 
popularized. Even today there are some who defend and even promote the USSR. Hollander counters this nonsense 
with evidence. Unfortunately, there are still some ideologues to whom evidence means nothing. We need more 
scholars like Hollander.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. How Did Such Smart People Go So 
Wrong?By John DesmondHollander does a fine job of describing the silliness of Western intellectuals and their 
infatuation with the Soviet and other communist systems. The only shortcoming was possibly the author's effort to be 
clinical and objective prevents him from driving home the point quite as firmly as he might have.


