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James Johnston Pettigrew : Notes on Spain and the Spaniards, in the Summer of 1859: With a Glance at 
Sardinia (Classic Reprint)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Notes on Spain and the Spaniards, in the Summer of 1859: With a Glance at Sardinia (Classic Reprint): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. An American...and Southern...classic finally available!By B. 
CatheyJames Johnston Pettigrew is mostly known as an illustrious Confederate general, mortally wounded after the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1333882009


Gettysburg campaign (in which he commanded about half of what became known as "Pickett's Charge"). Yet he was 
an accomplished, even brilliant writer, a kind of "19th century" "Renaissance man." He published, in limited edition, 
his NOTES OF SPAIN AND THE SPANIARDS right before the outbreak of the War Between the States, and the 
book was soon out of print. Yet those literary figures who did read the volume found it stunningly 
impressive.Pettigrew had made the "grand tour" of Europe, and produced what ostensibly was a kind of "travelogue," 
in which he made numerous accute observations (and comparisons) largely about Spain (and to a lesser degree, 
Piedmont Savoy). But what is so very impressive is his incredible sense of understanding and his ability to write down 
his impressions in beautifully constructed, but direct prose.NOTES ON SPAIN, however, is much more than a grand 
and descriptively beautiful travelogue. On another level, Pettigrew is doing a bit of what de Tocqueville did thirty 
years earlier: making detailed and at times profoundly philosophical observations of what he saw and experienced, and 
then making comparisons with his own native Southland (and the North, as well). As such, the volume is a rich gold 
mine of travel observations of everything from local customs to religious practice, but even more, a series of 
fascinating and well-thought-out comments on culture and society.Those who were fortunate enough to read the first--
and for 150 years--only edition, marvelled at the volume, lamenting that the untimely death of Pettigrew in July 1865 
deprived America of one of its brightest literary lights, a man of great artistic and literary brilliance.Now Professor 
Clyde Wilson, who did the standard biography of Pettigrew (with an excellent chapter on NOTES), has edited this new 
edition, based on a facsimile copy. Our thanks to Dr. Wilson and to the University of South Carolina Press for 
restoring to some degree the literary reputation of the great native North Carolinian, who is also rightfully claimed by 
South Carolina.Let us hope this re-edition will be read far and wide, and that Pettigrew will find his way, at last, into 
the canon of great American literature.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. James Johnson Pettigrew does 
a great job of describing Spain in elaborate detailsBy CustomerI may be biased towards this book as it was written by 
one of my rumored to be ancestors. James Johnson Pettigrew does a great job of describing Spain in elaborate details, 
and recorded a great amount of information about Spaniards in the time period of 1859. A great read for those that like 
history.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Notes on Spain, by James Johnston PettigrewBy Delmar 
Pettigrewexcellent chronicle ,written by a very bright man, which the world lost prematurely. A little difficult to 
read.Delmar Pettigrew

Excerpt from Notes on Spain and the Spaniards, in the Summer of 1859: With a Glance at Sardinia French and 
Austrian Armies - Peace of Villafranca - Conduct of Russia - E 'ect of the War - Ultimate Aims of Napoleon. About 
the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at 
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-
the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections 
present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be 
replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections 
that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works."

From the Inside FlapA rare travelogue of an adventurous Charlestonian that highlights the rich intellectual life of the 
antebellum SouthAbout the AuthorJames Johnston Pettigrew (1828-1863) was an accomplished intellectual, litigator, 
and legislator living in Charleston. As a Confederate brigadier general, Pettigrew served with distinction in the 
Virginia campaign and died from wounds received in the war.Clyde N. Wilson is a professor emeritus of history at the 
University of South Carolina. He is the author of Carolina Cavalier: The Life and Mind of James Johnston Pettigrew 
and editor of volumes 10 through 28 of The Papers of John C. Calhoun as well as The Essential Calhoun and other 
books. 


