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Paolo Tullio : North of Naples South of Rome before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and al praised North of Naples South of Rome:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. the author really loves his Italian heritage and it shows!By S. H.
Jollyl love this book because it iswritten by a man who really knows his subject. He is also very capable of writing in
a comfortable prose style which makes the people and places he describes spring to life! He talks about the region of
his family's heritage as a part of modern Italy (mid 1990's) and also as a place in the long history of the Italian people.
He describes the Italian "soul" in terms of the love of family, home, food and history. If you have ever beento Italy, or
not, if you have Italian roots or not, if you are a student of modern European history or not , you will love this book.0
of 0 people found the following review helpful. "North of Naples, South of Rome" isawell deserved love letter to
Italian life.By Peter Castaldi"North of Naples, South of Rome" describeslifein the Val di Comino region of south
central Italy, my family's origins (San Donato). Paolo speaks lovingly and honestly of this wonderful area, truly
Italian, people who live fully placing family above all values. It isfun above all, but also awonderful insight into
Italian life.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Mary Ann ConfarLove all things Italy... and
really enjoy getting to know and understand Italian sensibilities better through this book.

Thistitleisan account of daily lifein asmall Italian village.
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From Publishers WeeklyTullio's opinionated, convivial, sometimes irreverent guide to Italy and the Italians, the basis
for asix-part PBS television series, takes us down byways rarely glimpsed by tourists. Though he grew up in England
and livesin Ireland, he and his Irish wife visit Italy every year, especially his picturesque native village of Gallinaro,
situated amid Apennine peaks southeast of Rome in the Comino Valley, the centerpiece of thisleisurely travelogue.
Tullio heedlessly peppers his narrative with brash generalizations, some commonplace, many questionable: "Italian
men love to cook"; "Italians... are animated, extrovert and, above all, extreme"; "Thereis a deep vein of insecurity
running through ltalian life, aracial memory of a history of constant flux." HisItaly is at once reassuringly familiar
and surprisingly new. Hunting, we learn, is pervasive; over half of adult males have guns; and Italians eat songbirds.
Furthermore, he asserts, "most Italians do not speak good Italian,” which to them is a second language, the first being
their regional dialect. A knowledgeable guide, Tullio savors the chaos of Naples; acts as ajudge in awine
competition; serves up grass-roots gastronomical tips on how to make such staples as pasta, sausage and liqueur; and
visits the cottage where his father, an Italian soldier, hid from the Germans for five monthsin 1943-1944, after Italy
broke with the Axis powers. His weightier observations deal with the dominance of local politics over Rome, the
current anticorruption campaign and the diminishing hold of the church on secular life. Evocative sketches by his wife,
artist Susan Morley, neatly complement this serendipitous tour. Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.From
Library Journalln his delightful memoir of life in the Comino Valley of Italy, Tullio, anative of Gallinaro, shares his
most beloved memories of histime there as a young boy and his subsequent yearly summer visits. From his
description of the festival of St. Gerard to amidnight picnic with a bonfire that burned three feet under melted snow,
Tullio's amusing narrative of the people and countryside captures the quirks and nuances of small-town life. He also
treats more serious moments in history?as when he describes his strong attachment to the cottage where his family hid
from the Germans in World War I1. Accompanied by pen-and-ink sketches by hiswife, renowned watercolorist Susan
Morley, these hilarious tales will leave readers longing for ajourney to Italy. Recommended for public
libraries.?Stephanie Papa, Baltimore Cty. Circuit Court Law Lib., Towson, MDCopyright 1998 Reed Business
Information, Inc. "A wonderful invitation to the piquant joys of Italian country living...Asreviving as hot espresso." --
The Sunday Times, London"A delightful memoir...these hilarious tales will leave readers longing for ajourney to
Italy." --Library Journa"His Italy is at once reassuringly familiar and surprisingly new." --Publishers Weekly"A light
and engaging visit to an Italian mountain valley town." --Kirkus s'A genuine warm breeze of Italy blows from these
pages." --The Irish Times



