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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. thought provokingBy Virginia C. HoltA great read taking you down 
an interesting path with historical figures. The tone is conversational, giving the reader the liberty to wonder about the 
characters and search for the true influence each had.the book is nonfiction but there are loads of historical facts that 
are very interesting. very well written.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. What a great read!!!By 
KowenA week after visiting Florence I downloaded this from . Being a history buff this was hard to put down. So 
many great references. Randy has an insight that I wish I had. Very entertaining and informative. I can't wait to read 
Randy's next book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Intriguing readBy Dr Carol EH Scott-ConnerI felt 
as if I were visiting Florence and meeting the ghosts of the past. A lively and intriguing brief introduction that will 
motivate me to learn more.

In their time, the richest family in all of Europe: the Medici. Like you and me, they faced their share of problems, both 
medical and interpersonal. Unlike most of us, how they faced their issues altered the course of history. Thus, I was 
drawn to the Medici when Parkinsons sidelined my surgical career. Like most surgeons, my control freak tendency 
had served me well in my previous career; I would apply it to the next as aspiring author. Define the issue. Create the 
right structure. Go to the laboratory: this time, the lab is Florence. Final item on the checklist: download Dan Browns 
Inferno. Boarded flight. Turned on first page. From that moment, structure disintegrated. Finally arrived at hotel. But 
look! And a second take. Why is a Jewish Star of David resting atop the Christian Basilica de Santa Croce? Is this an 
over-read as a result of Robert Langdons symbology lecture? After collapsing in obligatory deep sleep, I was awake in 
the wee hours. Midnight. Finally, time to regroup. But again, my agenda was pushed aside. Bizarre intrusive guests all 
linked to Inferno. Symbology turbo-charged. Questions erupted; more secrets of history, hidden in full view. No, it 
cant be the Seal of Solomon! How much more of our past is misunderstood? Effort to seek answers were repeatedly 
thwarted: why did they repeatedly bring out my Mississippi heritage and especially references to Nobel laureate 
William Faulkner? The rest is too complex for summary. Some may find it hard to believe. It is all true. Mostly!


