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Phil Rickman, John Mason : Merrily's Border: The Marches Share Their Secrets  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Merrily's Border: The Marches Share Their Secrets: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Great companion book to the Merrily Watkins seriesBy scorpio 
melMerrily's Border is a great companion book to the Phil Rickman books about Merrily Watkins.This particular book 
gives a connection to the countryside in which the series is set. The atmosphere created in Mr. Rickman's books is 
absolutely crucial to the types of mysteries he writes. Location, location, location: the border between Wales and 
England, one mystical, weird, ancient place! A terrific book and highly recommended1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Merrily's BorderBy Wing S.I haven't looked at it yet, but knowing Phil I can count on being 
amazed by it.My sister want to tour the Welsh Border now.10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Real 
life fiction blur againBy CaitlinWow- what a great book! Firstly, the quality is really high- great paper, tonnes of 
richly coloured photos (John Mason's pictures are particularly moody melancholic).There is plenty of relevent text that 
is funny AND atmospheric (as we'd expect from Phil). It conjurs up the area without giving away key plot lines (I've 
no idea how he managed it). There are no (in Phil's words) "look away now" moments, but he STILL manages to give 
some background to how ( why) he wrote each of the Merrily books.Even if someone HADN'T read the books they'd 
still get some sense of the area it's folklore, traditions mystical happenings. It isn't rammed full of eyewatering 
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information, which is good- it does however, give pointers signposts ( a good bibliography).Buy it. If you haven't 
already realised I like it, but not because it's Phil's book. Not even because it's got Merrily, Jane Gomer in. Not even 
because it is Ledwardine. But because it is all these things AND a beautifully lush travel guide that fills a gap while 
the next Merrily arrives :~)


