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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Classic account of England in the Middle Ages.By Brian H.This
classic account of the more important ways in which English society in the Middle Ages was shaped and grew first
appeared in the Home University Library in 1931. Thefirst part, ‘ The Orders of Society’, discusses the baronage, the
boroughs, the Crown and the forests, Jews and merchants, and the Church. The second part is concerned with ‘ The
Crown and Society’, and considers the mechanism of government, the principle of service binding the vassal to the
Crown, and the operation of the law. Thisisaskillful elucidation of the intricate patterns of English lifein the
centuries before the Reformation.English historian Sir Frederick Maurice Powicke (1879-1963) was educated at
Owens College, Manchester, where he took hisfirst degree, and at Balliol College, Oxford, where he took another
with First Class Honours. From 1908 to 1915 he was a Fellow of Merton College, Oxford, although in 1909 he was
appointed Professor of Modern History at Queen's University, Belfast, where he remained for ten years. From 1919 to
1928 he was Professor of Mediseval History at Victoria University of Manchester, and served as a Member of Council
from 1920 to 1933. He was a so Ford's Lecturer in English History at Oxford in 1927 and in 1928 was appointed
Regius Professor of Modern History there, remaining until 1947. He was President of the Royal Historical Society
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from 1933 to 1937. Although he was knighted in 1946 and was awarded honorary degrees by many universities
including Harvard, he was atough, difficult man, small of stature. At Oxford, he was determined to reinvigorate
history there and made the University the leading center in the country for historical study.Contents. Part |. The Orders
of Society -- The Baronage, The Middle Elements, The Boroughs, The Crown and the Forests, Jews and Merchants,

The Church. Part I1. The Crown and Society -- The Artifice of Government, The Principle of Service, The Joint
Enterprise.
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